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• an index to all the known information on  
the historic environment

• a tool for resource discovery

The HER as search engine
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Accessible to a range of users

• Online resources for educational and 
professional use signposted on our 
website
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/archaeology

• the results of searches sent as 
shape files, jpeg images and PDFs 
via e-mail 
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Projects already undertaken

1. Grey Literature on-line

2. Digitising HER sources

3. Finds and Environmental Indices within the HER
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1. Grey literature on line

• all grey literature 
reports (1980s onwards)

• very simple search 
engine

• good public response

• 1500 reports on line
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1. Grey literature on line

Cost

• £6000 initial investment for staff 
time

• 3 to 4 weeks to add in all reports

• continued staff time for data entry 
c10 to 15 minutes per report

• managing the system c 10- 15 
days over 3 years
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2. Digitising HER sources
Linking digital data to the source records 
for each HER record within the GIS gives
instant access to

• grey literature reports
• archive material
• letters
• newspaper clippings
• management documents
• plans
• photographs
• architects survey drawings
• websites
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• provides a security copy

• can’t be filed in the wrong place 

• saves on filing cabinets

• saves time for HER staff

• will save time for Conservation 
Officers

2. Digitising HER sources
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Cost

• 5000 sources scanned to date

• undertaken as part of general 
cleaning/enhancement

• staff time for scanning and linking 
5 to 10 minutes per source 

• managing the system - negligible

2. Digitising HER sources



10The HER as a search engine: Improving accessibility to historic data

www.worcestershire.gov.uk

3. Finds and environmental indices within the HER

A basic index within the HER GIS 
which is 

• complete
• antiquarian reports

• excavations and fieldwalking

• Portable Antiquities Scheme

• chance finds 

• consistent 

• flexible

• affordable
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Search for artefacts/ecofacts across

• the whole database
• a particular area
• a particular soil type 
• other HER data e.g. sites of a particular   

date or type

Results can be viewed alongside other HER 
GIS resources e.g. digitised historic maps

3. Finds and environmental indices within the HER
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Why is the HER a sensible place to 
hold data on artefacts/ecofacts?

• indices can be used with other data 
held in the HER 

• HER data is a constantly expanding 
resource

• HER data is in the public domain 

• there is a commitment to maintain 
HER data 

3. Finds and environmental indices within the HER
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Does this facility benefit our existing clients?

Yes  - we can accurately and rapidly identifying 
datasets and use them within a GIS to 

• inform site specific analysis
• inform period or area synthesis
• develop a clearer understanding of 
data distribution

• accurately cost projects to enhance the data 

3. Finds and environmental indices within the HER
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Known Roman roads

Roman settlement

Roman tile

Finds and environmental indices within the HER

Roman coins

Droitwich
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Cost

• 7292 records and growing

• software development costs

• £3000 pilot on environmental data

• 9 months work (IFA workplace bursary)

• average staff time for new data entry 
10 minutes report (c 53 reports a year     

with artefacts or ecofacts)

• managing the system – a week a year

3. Finds and environmental indices within the 
HER
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Greater than the sum of its parts - the HER points to other 
resources available on line or accessible by e-mail 

Using the HER as a search engine

www.worcestershire.gov.uk/archaeology/library www.worcestershireceramics.org.uk



17The HER as a search engine: Improving accessibility to historic data

www.worcestershire.gov.uk

4. The future
Providing online HER for professional use  - direct access to 
the HER within each District

• Continued development after 2010

• Simple

The HER
District  
management 
system
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4. The future

Providing an online HER 

for public use via the 

Heritage Gateway
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