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Overview

• What? Scope
• Why? Motivation
• How? Approach 

and findings
• And now…?

Ways forward



What? Scope

• AMIE= Archives and 
Monuments 
Information England

• 3 business areas
– Monuments
– Events 
– Archives

• The audit covers only 
the Monuments area 
in detail



Why? motivation
• AMIE due ideally to be 

replaced in medium term future
• To provide an overview of 

resources and patterns of 
record creation

• To gain a clearer picture of the 
database structure and use of 
fields for non-programmers

• To analyse the strengths and 
weaknesses of data coverage 
and quality

• To identify backlogs or gaps in 
the record 

• Examine documentation 
surrounding AMIE monument 
recording.



How? The basic approach

• options considered- write 
a bespoke audit 
methodology…. 

…..or use an “off the peg” 
existing one?

• Decided to use the basic 
framework of the HER 
Audit methodology



How? The Audit framework

• Section 1 Introduction
• Section 2 management and resources
• Section 3 use of the AMIE monument record.
• Section 4 Archives (Not covered in detail)
• Section 5 The Computerised NMR AMIE 

Monuments Record
• Section 6 Information Audit
• Section 7 Spatial Data
• Section 8 Recommendations and Action Plan



Section1 background & evolution
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Section 2 management and 
resources

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

percentage
of time

Projects Team

Data Team

TDCs

Aerial Survey

Archaeological

Data training
officer
DSU

Development
Centre



Section 3 use of AMIE 1
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Section 3 pt 2
Use of AMIE: external enquiries
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Section 5: The computerised NMR 
monuments record

• Audited data structure identified some 
redundant  fields.

• Tested for MIDAS compliance (and 
subsequently for MIDAS Heritage) 

• System not intuitive to use and becoming 
difficult to adapt.



Section 6 Data coverage by 
location

17197

17682

2525

19691

9806

14342

9028

10886

7388
5451

17179
4510

8487
(I.O.M: 1138)

7399

9360

1012

14561

11487

5653

9364

9395

1415

3974

6252

Merseyside 4399

GM 2592

WY 8106

35588(!)

11913

35966735

SY 3545

12536

6459
3473

5036

8357

9056
3882

3756

6643
2502

28154111

2465

4050

5533



Section 6 Coverage by period
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Section 6 Coverage by theme
proportions of themes (top terms in the database)
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Section 6 Quality

• Took a 1% sample
• Changing standards- legacy issues
• Summary texts
• Periods and types
• Background long text and sources
• Stacking of locational data (see also 

spatial data)



Section 7 Spatial Data

• All AMIE Monuments 
should have a 
depiction.

• Some stacked points 
or symbolic circles

• Referential integrity of 
attributes

• Datum shift



And now?…ways forward
Section 8 recommendations

• Develop codified AMIE 
recording policy

• Plan for AMIE successor
• Work on geographical 

coverage
• Work on backlogs 

especially resulting from 
RCHME/ EH research

• Investigate possibility of 
incremental quality 
improvements


