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Dr Lott’s talk was based on information gleaned both from her own recent experiences within Lincolnshire and discussions at the regional level in the East Midlands. From this she had formed a tentatively positive picture of how Conservation Officers currently view the potential of HERs. 

One of the background themes that she had observed was that COs tended to hold the assumption that HERs were, like their own records, primarily paper-based. Consequently their perception as to the potential value of the records was similarly constricted; there was a general feeling that similar database modules to HBSMR Historic buildings and Consultations could be useful. 

Lincolnshire HER has been enhancing its data with Historic Buildings data and sees this as a priority area in the next few years in order to try and establish a level of data somewhat closer to that which currently exists for archaeological data (although it is recognised that this will take several years unless more funding is acquired). Data is obtained from thematic ‘rapid surveys’; PPG16/15 recording and from Conservation officer input – though the last is somewhat slow in coming. Meetings have been held with Conservation officers to determine their needs and wish-lists to aid their work.  

Within the East Midlands recent attempts to establish county priorities for a Built Historic Environment category within the Research Framework Strategies had to be abandoned in their intended format when it had been revealed that the information necessary to structure these could not be assembled in totality or searched in any meaningful way because of the dearth of baseline data.  English Heritage were piloting E Midlands to see the possibilities of funding surveys for this baseline data. The workshop itself  had given rise to a greater enthusiasm for HERs from both academics and Conservation officers and a unanimous conclusion that these records would be the best place to store information of this type.          
