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The twentieth century saw unprecedented developments in global warfare and this had a major impact on the social and physical landscape of Britain.    Arguably, the peak in the physical impact of this activity came in 1944 when 20% of the land was under military control for military purposes.  Historic and modern aerial photographs are a key source when assessing the character and conservation of 20th century military remains.  There have been excellent initiatives by individuals and in the thematic work of the UK Royal Commissions and English Heritage which use aerial photographs.  However, use of aerial photographs in the heritage sector is still patchy at best, usually seen as illustrations rather than as a serious complementary source to other forms of evidence.
I shall discuss the potential of the air photo collections at the EH National Monuments Record in the context of the work of the EH Aerial Survey department and our project partners in Heritage Environment Records in England.  This includes multi-period landscape surveys, which use National Mapping Programme (NMP) methodology, as well as work to assist EH Heritage Protection.

